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[Stepping around.]    Here is Sita at the foot of a tree, absorbed in con-
templation.    Her face is thin from fasting.    She seems to shrink into
herself, and sit? crouching with her bosom and waist concealed, sur-
rounded by a group of demon women, like a digit of the moon
hidden by an eclipse.

She scorns delights, and me, and all this mighty fortune.
Devoted to a mortal, she is beyond my power.    (12J

Hanuman.  Ah, now I understand.

This is that king's daughter of Mithila, Rama's bride. She is
troubled like a gazelle frightened at the sight of a lion. (13!

Havana. [Approaching.] Sita. renounce this terrible ascetic vow.
Accept me, beauteous lady, with all thy heart.1 Put away that
mortal, lady, moribund and averse from the ways of love, (14)

Sita.  Little Ravana is absurd.   He knows nothing of a curse's mystic

power.

Hantunan. [Angrily.] How arrogant this Ravana is, knowing
nought of Rama's two arms, nought of the great bow or the
arrow, he calls him moribund. (15)

I cannot restrain my anger. Well, I will carry out the noble Rama's

task.    Either,

If I kill Ravana, the task will be fulfilled. Or else if the
demon overwhelms me, a great attempt will come to
nought. (16)

Bavana. Exquisite lady, of slender fonn and lovely eyes, unloose
that braid like a garland of blue lotuses. Take me to thy
heart with my ten necks adorned with all kinds of gems and
precious stones. (17)

Sita.  Right will be wrong if this wretched demon remains alive.

Havana.  Well, queen?

Sita.  Be you accursed.

Havana.  Ah, the majesty of a chaste wife,

In battle I crushed the gods with Indra at their head as
well as demons. But even I seem stupefied by Slta's three
syllables. (18)

[Voice behind the seem.]

Victory to the King, Victory to the Lord of Lanka, Victory to his

Majesty our Master.   Four hours have passed.-   The bathing time is

passing.  This way. Majesty, this way.

[Exit Ravana with his retinue,]

1 Lit. < with all your limbs'.                           * See note, p. 70.